
CHARLES SPURGEON – MARCH 8TH EVENING DEVOTION

"TO EVERY MATTER THERE IS A BRIGHT AS WELL AS A DARK SIDE. RACHEL WAS 

OVERWHELMED WITH THE SORROW OF HER OWN TRAVAIL AND DEATH; JACOB,

THOUGH WEEPING THE MOTHER'S LOSS, COULD SEE THE MERCY OF THE CHILD'S 

BIRTH. IT IS WELL FOR US IF, WHILE THE FLESH MOURNS OVER TRIALS, OUR FAITH 

TRIUMPHS IN DIVINE FAITHFULNESS. SAMSON'S LION YIELDED HONEY, AND SO WILL 

OUR ADVERSITIES, IF RIGHTLY CONSIDERED. THE STORMY SEA FEEDS MULTITUDES 

WITH ITS FISHES; THE WILD WOOD BLOOMS WITH BEAUTEOUS FLOWERETS; THE 

STORMY WIND SWEEPS AWAY THE PESTILENCE, AND THE BITING FROST LOOSENS 

THE SOIL. DARK CLOUDS DISTIL BRIGHT DROPS, AND BLACK EARTH GROWS GAY 

FLOWERS. A VEIN OF GOOD IS TO BE FOUND IN EVERY MINE OF EVIL. 
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SAD HEARTS HAVE PECULIAR SKILL IN DISCOVERING THE MOST 

DISADVANTAGEOUS POINT OF VIEW FROM WHICH TO GAZE UPON 

A TRIAL; IF THERE WERE ONLY ONE SLOUGH IN THE WORLD, THEY 

WOULD SOON BE UP TO THEIR NECKS IN IT, AND IF THERE WERE 

ONLY ONE LION IN THE DESERT THEY WOULD HEAR IT ROAR. 

ABOUT US ALL THERE IS A TINGE OF THIS WRETCHED FOLLY, AND 

WE ARE APT, AT TIMES, LIKE JACOB, TO CRY, "ALL THESE THINGS 

ARE AGAINST ME."
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FAITH'S WAY OF WALKING IS TO CAST ALL CARE UPON THE LORD, AND THEN TO 
ANTICIPATE GOOD RESULTS FROM THE WORST CALAMITIES. LIKE GIDEON'S MEN, SHE 
DOES NOT FRET OVER THE BROKEN PITCHER, BUT REJOICES THAT THE LAMP BLAZES 
FORTH THE MORE. OUT OF THE ROUGH OYSTER-SHELL OF DIFFICULTY SHE EXTRACTS 
THE RARE PEARL OF HONOUR, AND FROM THE DEEP OCEAN-CAVES OF DISTRESS SHE 
UPLIFTS THE PRICELESS CORAL OF EXPERIENCE. WHEN HER FLOOD OF PROSPERITY 
EBBS, SHE FINDS TREASURES HID IN THE SANDS; AND WHEN HER SUN OF DELIGHT 
GOES DOWN, SHE TURNS HER TELESCOPE OF HOPE TO THE STARRY PROMISES OF 
HEAVEN. WHEN DEATH ITSELF APPEARS, FAITH POINTS TO THE LIGHT OF 
RESURRECTION BEYOND THE GRAVE, THUS MAKING OUR DYING BEN-ONI TO BE OUR 
LIVING BENJAMIN."
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