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3954. ΠΑΡΡΗΣΊΑ PARRĒSÍA

fem. noun from pás (3956), all, and rhḗsis (n.f.), the act of speaking. Freedom or 
frankness in speaking. NT meanings: freedom in speaking all that one thinks or 
pleases (Mark 8:32; John 7:13, 26; Acts 4:13, 29, 31); confidence or boldness, 
particularly in speaking (Acts 2:29; 28:31; 2 Cor. 7:4; Eph. 3:12; 6:19; Phil. 1:20; 
1 Tim. 3:13; Phile. 1:8; Heb. 3:6; 10:35 [cf. 1 John 2:28; 3:21; 4:17; 5:14]); 
plainness or exactness of speech (John 10:24; 11:14; 16:25, 29; 2 Cor. 3:12; Sept.: 
Prov. 13:5); openness, speaking publicly (John 18:20); freedom, liberty (Heb. 
10:19); being in the public eye rather than being concealed (John 7:4 [cf. John 
7:10]; John 11:54; Col. 2:15). Especially in Hebrews and 1 John the word denotes 
confidence which is experienced with such things as faith in communion with 
God, fulfilling the duties of the evangelist, holding fast our hope, and acts which 
entail a special exercise of faith. Parrēsía is possible as the result of guilt having 
been removed by the blood of Jesus (Heb. 10:19 [cf. vv. 17, 18]; 1 John 3:21; 4:17) 
and manifests itself in confident praying and witnessing (Heb. 4:16; 1 John 5:14).

Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).
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